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DOE Request for Information (RFI)
DE-FOA-0000846
Building Technologies Program
Fenestration Attachment Certification and Labeling
Program Director/Area 
Roland Risser, Program Director, Building Technologies Program, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy. 
Description
The Department of Energy (DOE) is currently requesting information and feedback from interested parties on its interest in future work for Fenestration Attachment Certification and Labeling efforts. DOE is considering a future Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) regarding this topic and seeks input from stakeholders on the appropriate scope and details regarding the potential FOA. This RFI is not a FOA; therefore the DOE is not accepting applications for funding regarding this topic at this time and may not issue a FOA as a result of this RFI.  
Background and Rationale
The Building Technologies Program (BTP) Emerging Technologies Unit seeks to establish a national window (fenestration) attachment rating organization to develop voluntary energy ratings and labeling program for fenestration attachment products. The goal of the rating and labeling organization is to encourage the development and purchase of more energy efficient and affordable window attachment products. 
BTP focuses on improving commercial and residential building energy systems, energy modeling tools, building energy codes, and appliance standards.  In support of the nation working toward greater energy independence and a cleaner environment, the BTP Emerging Technologies Unit embraces the strategic goal of significantly improving the energy efficiency of new and existing buildings to reduce national energy demand.
BTP anticipates that the fenestration attachment energy rating and labeling effort will develop certification standards for interior, between glazing, and exterior fenestration attachments, not attached to the fenestration at point of manufacture, for use in residential and commercial buildings. Attachment products to be rated and labeled include blinds, shades, shutters, storm panels and awnings. BTP does not intend for the certification and rating program to replicate the efforts of existing nationally recognized fenestration rating organizations. These ratings and labels are anticipated to provide end users with useful product comparison criteria when selecting fenestration attachments for specific applications and are expected to increase sales and market share of energy efficient fenestration attachments. The energy performance data on the label and in the certified product database is anticipated to also enable fenestration attachment performance to be accurately simulated in state-of-the-art building design and energy modeling software. 
BTP anticipates three major project tasks, subject to stakeholder input:
(1) The rating and certification organization will develop a consistent set of fenestration attachment certification standards and program procedures relating to energy performance, in collaboration with national laboratories, the DOE and industry stakeholders.  
(2) The rating and certification organization will establish and oversee a program for the rating and certification of fenestration attachment products.  
(3) The rating and certification organization will develop and maintain an electronic database of fenestration attachment product performance data that is publicly accessible. The database will enable improved understanding of fenestration attachment energy performance by publishing metrics such as U-factor, Solar Heat Gain Coefficient (SHGC) and Visible Transmittance (VT).
Proposed Strategy
This anticipated funding opportunity announcement (FOA) will enable DOE to launch a Fenestration Attachment Rating and Certification organization that will develop a consistent methodology for assessing product performance to help end users make more informed purchasing decisions. The Fenestration Attachment Rating and Certification organization will present certified energy performance ratings to end users in a format that allows for easy comparison among products. The selected organization will successfully demonstrate a viable certification approach and implementation of a certification business model that allows it to become financially self-sufficient within four years.  DOE anticipates providing funding up to $1.4M over that four-year period.  The selected organization will be required to provide a business plan for achieving self-sufficiency within four years, including how it plans to supplement cost share funding with membership fees, program participation fees, etc. DOE anticipates that it will require a minimum 50% cost share. 
DOE anticipates that the Rating and Certification organization activities will help foster the development and strengthening of U.S.-based manufacturing competiveness for fenestration attachment products. 
 All fenestration attachment technologies (e.g., blinds, shades, shutters, screens, storm fenestrations, and awnings) and combinations thereof should be included under the purview of this organization, with performance attributes suitable for application in both residential and commercial building applications.  
DOE anticipates a single award will be made under this anticipated FOA

Anticipated Award and Financial Information
Total Estimated Cost of the Project:  $1,400,000 - $2,800,000 (DOE and cost share).
Total DOE Funding Anticipated: $1,400,000
Initial Funding:  $200,000
Anticipated Level of Required Cost Share: Minimum 50%
Fiscal Year of Initial Funding: FY14
Estimated Project Period of Awards:  4 years (with performance go/no-go stage gates at the end of years 1, 2, and 3)

Request for Information Guidelines
Respondents are asked to specifically comment on the questions below.  Respondents are also encouraged to comment on the general concept, potential benefits or obstacles, overall merits of this idea, alternatives, and relative priority of this activity.  DOE will review and analyze responses to this RFI to determine the best approach to move forward. Responses are encouraged to provide supporting data, analysis, and/or justification to the most extent practicable.
Questions
I. Concept:  
a. Please comment on the approach outlined above for the Fenestration Attachment Certification FOA.  
i. Is the project scope adequately defined? Should the approach be modified? If so, how? 
ii. Will the approach identified accomplish the overall goals of fostering rapid acceptance of fenestration attachment products into the market place?  Why or why not?
iii. Are there other, more expedient approaches to achieving the goals? 
iv. Are there any attachment products that have not been mentioned in this RFI and that should be considered? 
v. Should the proposed Fenestration Attachment Rating and Certification Agency support rating and certification of both residential and commercial products? 
vi. What is the appropriate prioritization of rating certification procedures and programs to achieve the overall stated goals?
b. What are the most likely organizational barriers or conflicts between stakeholders that may arise, and what solutions should DOE consider?
II. Benefits:  
a. What do you see as the expected benefits of the Fenestration Attachment Rating and Certification Agency for US residents, low-income families, commercial building owners, architects and engineers, electric and gas utilities, local and state governments, the federal government, and other stakeholders and groups?
b. What do you see as the greatest contributions the Fenestration Attachment Rating and Certification Agency can make to establish a strong manufacturing base and supply chain for the United States fenestration attachment industry?
c. What do you see as the greatest benefits the Fenestration Attachment Certification Agency can make in rating and labeling products?
III. Desired Applicant Capability
a. Please comment on the desired applicant capability required to implement this effort. What entity types should be considered for this effort (e.g., for profit, non-profit, etc.)? 
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IV. Funding:
a. Is the proposed DOE funding amount of $1,400,000 sufficient? Is the four-year funding period adequate for establishing financial self-sufficiency for the organization? If not, what level of funding and timeline would be appropriate? 
V. Milestones and Go/No-go Decision Points
a. What project metrics should be used to evaluate progress? 
Respondents are requested to provide the following information at the start of their response to this RFI: 
· Company/institutional name
· Institutional contact
· Type of business or institution
· Address, phone number, and e-mail address
· Brief description of the operations and mission of business or institution (several sentences will suffice)
All responses to this RFI must be delivered electronically in Microsoft Word (.doc) format as an attachment to an e-mail sent to the following email address: BTPFenCert@go.doe.gov.  E-mails should have the subject line “Fenestration Attachment Certification."
Any questions about the content of this RFI must be sent to the following email address: BTPFenCert@go.doe.gov.   Emails should have the subject line “Question”.
Responses to this RFI must be submitted by 11:59 PM Eastern Time on January 31, 2013.
Responses should be limited to 5 pages.  However, more than one response is allowed per respondent.  Please identify your answers by responding to a specific question if possible.  DOE welcomes other related comments as well.  Identifying the comment with the item to which it refers is appreciated.  
RESPONSES WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED CONFIDENTIAL. DO NOT INCLUDE ANY CONFIDENTIAL OR PROPRIETARY INFORMATION IN YOUR RESPONSE.

Disclaimer

This is an RFI issued solely for information and program planning purposes; this RFI does not constitute a formal solicitation for proposals or abstracts. Your response to this notice will be treated as information only. DOE will not provide reimbursement for costs incurred in responding to this RFI. Respondents are advised that DOE is under no obligation to acknowledge receipt of the information received or provide feedback to respondents with respect to any information submitted under this RFI. Responses to this RFI do not bind DOE to any further actions related to this topic. Information collected from this RFI may be used in formulation of a FOA, however there is no guarantee that DOE will issue a FOA related to this topic. DOE will not publish any report or compendium of responses received from this RFI.  

Choosing to respond to this RFI will not provide any competitive advantage if the BTP determined to continue with a related FOA.
   
Thank you for your contribution to the efforts of the DOE Building Technologies Program.
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